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Abstract: Tourism is one of the fastest-growing and most visible sectors of the
global economy, contributing significantly to boosting a nation’s economy.
Currently, tourism-led economic growth considering sustainable approaches is
becoming increasingly important in public policy. Recent urban and regional studies
have begun to focus on the sustainability of tourism from social, economic,
environmental, and cultural perspectives. The research aims to identify the most
important issues and barriers to sustainable tourism development in Uzbekistan and
proposes the most effective culturalization strategies to overcome those barriers.
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Sustainable tourism aims to balance the economic growth from tourism with the
need to preserve natural and cultural heritage. Both Uzbekistan and South Korea
have rich histories and diverse landscapes, making them attractive destinations.
However, each country faces unique challenges and opportunities in implementing
sustainable tourism practices. Uzbekistan: Embracing Heritage and Nature.
Economic and Cultural Context.Uzbekistan, with its Silk Road cities like
Samarkand, Bukhara, and Khiva, boasts a wealth of historical sites. The nation has
been increasingly opening up to international tourism, seeing it as a key driver of
economic growth. The need to further expand cooperation in the field of tourism
between the Tourism Committee of Uzbekistan and the South Korean Tourism
Organization and to effectively use existing opportunities was noted. At this point,
within the framework of the Official Development Assistance (ODA) program of
the Republic of Korea, historical monuments in Samarkand region, including the
National Museum of Afrosiab, are being carried out in cooperation with historians
and experts of the two countries. it was noted that it is going.

The representative of South Korea Tourism Organization stated that in order to
discover new markets and diversify visitors to the country, this year cooperation with
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local tour operators and advertising agencies of 10 countries, including Sweden,
Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Uzbekistan. He said that in May of this year, it is
planned to invite tourists from 30 foreign countries, including Uzbekistan, to South
Korea within the framework of the "Korea invites you" project. Compared to the
literature on sustainable strategies, which has grown steadily and contains
commonly known discourses, the literature on culturalization strategies requires
further discussion. Thus, one of the main purposes of this research is to describe and
offer culture-related strategies for sustainable tourism. The term culturalization can
be defined to identify culturalization strategies.

Key Sustainable Practices

1. Preservation of Historical Sites: Uzbekistan has invested in the restoration and
preservation of its ancient cities, ensuring that tourism development does not
damage these cultural treasures.

2. Community-Based Tourism: Programs encourage tourists to stay in local
guesthouses and participate in cultural experiences, directly benefiting local
communities.

3. Eco-Tourism Initiatives: Efforts are being made to promote eco-tourism in regions
like the Nuratau-Kyzylkum Biosphere Reserve, focusing on wildlife conservation
and sustainable practices.

Challenges: - Infrastructure Development: Balancing the need for modern
infrastructure with the preservation of historical and natural sites.- Regulatory
Framework: Strengthening policies and regulations to manage tourism growth
sustainably. South Korea: Technology and Tradition Economic and Cultural Context
.South Korea, known for its rapid modernization, offers a mix of bustling cities and
serene natural landscapes. The country has developed a strong tourism industry,
leveraging both its cultural heritage and advanced technology.

Key Sustainable Practices

1. Green Tourism Initiatives: South Korea has implemented various green tourism
projects, such as eco-parks and green certifications for accommodations.

2. Cultural Preservation: Efforts to maintain traditional practices and sites, like the
hanok villages and temples, ensure that tourism supports cultural heritage.

3. Technology Integration: Utilizing technology for sustainable tourism, such as
smart tourism apps that provide information on eco-friendly practices and
routes.Challenges: - Overtourism: Managing the high number of tourists in popular
destinations like Seoul and Jeju Island to prevent environmental degradation. -
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Balancing Development and Conservation: Ensuring that rapid development does
not compromise natural and cultural resources.Comparative Analysis. Similarities: -
Both countries emphasize the preservation of their rich cultural heritage. -

Community-based tourism is a key strategy to distribute economic benefits and
promote sustainable practices. - Eco-tourism is gaining traction, with initiatives
aimed at conserving natural landscapes. Differences - South Korea leverages
advanced technology more extensively in its sustainable tourism strategies.-
Uzbekistan focuses more on the restoration of historical sites due to its wealth of
ancient monuments. The development strategies of sustainable tourism have been
studied in different regions. A sustainability assessment of the Egyptian tourism
planning mechanism was carried out by. He showed that programs for the
development of sustainable tourism are lacking in the planning system for tourism
in Egypt, and the tourism sector needs to cooperate more with the government to
succeed. The authors highlighted the need to reduce carbon emissions from
transportation, normalize the behavior of tourists, minimize social and
environmental consequences, and compensate for implications for the negative that
tourism may have on the environment, human health, and culture.

Conclusion: Balancing growth and conservation is critical for sustainable tourism
in both Uzbekistan and South Korea. By learning from each other’s experiences and
continuously adapting their strategies, these countries can promote tourism that
respects and preserves their unique cultural and natural heritages.
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