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Abstract

The rapid global proliferation of information technologies has significantly reshaped
societal structures, education, and communication. This article explores the potential
of media literacy to cultivate moral and ethical worldviews among university
students. Drawing from global and national educational paradigms, this study
highlights the integral role of media literacy in fostering critical thinking, cultural
values, and social responsibility. The findings underscore the necessity of
embedding media literacy into educational curricula to support students' intellectual
and moral growth in an era of information abundance.
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Introduction

The globalization of information technologies has become a cornerstone of
contemporary society, influencing lifestyles, social interactions, and the dynamics
of information exchange (UNESCO, 2019). The role of higher education in shaping
social and economic transformations has grown increasingly pronounced,
particularly in preparing students to navigate the complexities of a global
information society. As Mirziyoyev (2017) emphasized at the 72nd session of the
United Nations General Assembly, education plays a pivotal role in fostering
tolerance, cultural awareness, and ethical values. This study examines the potential
of media literacy to enhance students' moral and ethical worldviews as part of a
holistic educational experience.

The Role of Media Literacy in Education Media literacy involves the ability
to analyze, evaluate, and create information across various media platforms
(Buckingham, 2003). In the modern educational context, it serves as a tool for
cultivating critical thinking and ethical reasoning. UNESCOQO's 2019 guidelines
highlight media literacy as an essential component for ensuring information security
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and fostering informed global citizens. Developing students' capacity to critically
engage with media enables them to navigate the information landscape with
discernment and integrity.

Media Literacy and Cultural Values Cultural and ethical development
remains central to shaping students' worldviews. Uzbekistan's rich cultural heritage
provides an invaluable resource for fostering moral values in youth. According to
Jorayev (2020), values represent the principles that serve the interests and goals of
society. By integrating media literacy into the curriculum, educators can bridge
traditional cultural values with contemporary global challenges, fostering a sense of
national identity and social responsibility.

Challenges in Cultivating Moral Worldviews Despite its significance, media
literacy has yet to be fully integrated into many educational systems. Research by
Yuldasheva (2022) underscores the lack of fundamental studies on youth media
culture, particularly its moral and ethical dimensions. Addressing this gap requires
a concerted effort to embed media literacy within pedagogical practices,
emphasizing its role in nurturing informed, ethical, and culturally aware individuals.

Practical Implications Incorporating media literacy into educational programs
offers several opportunities for fostering moral and ethical development among
students:

Critical Analysis Skills: Media literacy equips students with the ability to
critically evaluate information, discern credible sources, and question biases.

Cultural Awareness: By engaging with diverse media content, students can
develop an appreciation for their cultural heritage and the contributions of other
cultures.

Ethical Decision-Making: Media literacy fosters a sense of responsibility in
consuming and sharing information, promoting ethical practices in digital spaces.

Conclusion
The cultivation of moral and ethical worldviews through media literacy is an
indispensable aspect of modern education. By fostering critical thinking, cultural
awareness, and ethical responsibility, media literacy serves as a transformative tool
for preparing students to navigate the complexities of the information age. Future
research should focus on developing innovative pedagogical approaches to integrate
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media literacy into higher education curricula, ensuring its alignment with global
and national educational objectives.
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