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Abstract: The rising importance of international education and global mobility has 

intensified the role of English proficiency tests. Among the most widely accepted 

examinations—IELTS, TOEFL, and PTE—each utilizes a unique linguistic, cultural, 

and methodological approach to evaluating communicative ability. This article 

provides a comparative study of these exams, highlighting differences in assessment 

philosophy, scoring procedures, and test structures, with reference to established 

academic sources [1–5]. Particular attention is given to Uzbek learners, whose 

linguistic background, pronunciation system, and educational environment 

significantly influence their test performance. The analysis concludes that the 

effectiveness of any exam depends largely on the learner’s individual characteristics, 

cultural exposure, and preferred communication style. 
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Annotatsiya: Xalqaro ta’lim va mehnat migratsiyasi imkoniyatlarining ortib borishi 

ingliz tili bo‘yicha xalqaro imtihonlarning o‘rnini yanada muhimlashtirdi. Eng 

mashhur IELTS, TOEFL va PTE imtihonlari til ko‘nikmalarini baholashda turlicha 

lingvistik va madaniy yondashuvlarga ega. Maqolada ushbu imtihonlar tuzilishi, 

baholash tamoyillari va metodik farqlari solishtirilib, asosiy akademik manbalarga 

tayaniladi [1–5]. Shuningdek, o‘zbek o‘quvchilarining fonetik va grammatik 
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xususiyatlari, o‘quv jarayoni va real kommunikativ amaliyotning yetishmasligi 

natijalarga qanday ta’sir ko‘rsatishi yoritiladi. Tadqiqot shuni ko‘rsatadiki, eng 

samarali imtihon tanlovi o‘quvchining shaxsiy til tajribasi, madaniy tayyorgarligi va 

imtihon formatiga moslashuvchanligiga bog‘liq 

Kalit so’zlar: Ingliz tili imtihonlari, IELTS, TOEFL, PTE Academic, lingvistik tahlil, 

madaniy omillar, baholash tamoyillari, o‘zbek o‘quvchilari, sun’iy intellekt baholash 

tizimi, akademik kommunikatsiya, integrallashgan ko‘nikmalar. 

Аннотация: Рост международной образовательной и профессиональной 

мобильности усилил значение экзаменов по английскому языку. Наиболее 

распространённые тесты — IELTS, TOEFL и PTE — опираются на различные 

лингвистические и культурные концепции оценки владения языком. В статье 

проводится сравнительный анализ структуры, критериев оценивания и 

методологических подходов указанных экзаменов, основанный на авторитетных 

источниках [1–5]. Особое внимание уделяется узбекским обучающимся, для 

которых фонологические особенности языка и специфика образовательной 

среды заметно влияют на результаты тестирования. Сделан вывод о том, что 

выбор оптимального экзамена зависит от индивидуальных особенностей, 

культурного опыта и предпочитаемого стиля коммуникации. 

Ключевыек слова: Экзамены по английскому языку, IELTS, TOEFL, PTE 

лингвистический анализ, культурные факторы, принципы оценивания, узбекские 

учащиеся, автоматизированное оценивание, академическая коммуникация, 

интегрированные навыки. 

 

Introduction: In modern global society, English proficiency tests serve as 

standardized gateways to higher education, employment, and migration opportunities. 

IELTS, TOEFL, and PTE, despite measuring the same four primary language skills, 

are grounded in different linguistic traditions and cultural perspectives [1]. Their 

assessment frameworks reflect varied understandings of communication, interaction, 

and academic preparedness. For Uzbek learners, whose educational system prioritizes 

grammar and reading over communicative fluency, navigating these exams requires an 

understanding of how test formats align with their linguistic background [5]. 

Test structure: a linguistic and cultural comparison. Ielts: Emphasis on Authentic, Real-

Life Communication. Managed by Cambridge Assessment English, British Council, 

and IDP, IELTS evaluates language through practical communicative tasks [1]. 

Listening & Reading: Incorporate multiple English accents and real-life text types. 

Writing: Focus on analytical and argumentative writing at an academic level. 
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Speaking: Conducted face-to-face, assessing fluency, coherence, interaction, and 

pragmatic skills.IELTS reflects British communication styles prioritizing clarity, 

spontaneity, and interpersonal competence.  

TOEFL: Academic Integration within an American Context. TOEFL is designed to 

resemble North American academic environments and lecture-based learning styles 

[2]. Integrated tasks: Require synthesizing information from articles and audio lectures. 

Speaking: Recorded responses assessed by certified raters using American English 

norms. This exam favors analytical reasoning, structured argumentation, and 

comprehension of academic discourse. PTE Academic: Technology-Driven, AI-Based 

Assessment. 

PTE uses advanced automated scoring systems based on artificial intelligence [3]. 

AI Scoring: Ensures consistency but raises concerns about detecting accent variation, 

stress, or cultural nuance [4].Integrated Skills: Many tasks assess speaking and 

listening simultaneously. PTE aligns with modern digital communication 

environments, requiring high computer fluency and rapid task-switching. 

Effectivness: a matter of individual fit. Ielts benefits learners confident in interpersonal 

conversation and spontaneous speech interaction [1].  

TOEFL suits students who excel in academic-style listening, reading, and synthesis of 

complex information [2]. PTE is ideal for technologically prepared learners who 

perform well under AI-based, fast-paced conditions [3]. Thus, the exams differ not in 

difficulty but in the type of linguistic competence they prioritize. 

The Uzbek context: linguistic and cultural factor. Uzbek learners face particular 

difficulties due to vowel and consonant system differences between Uzbek and 

English; grammar-focused teaching methods; limited exposure to interactive English-

speaking environments [5]. These factors especially influence speaking, listening, and 

integrated skills tasks. A culturally relevant preparation approach significantly 

improves outcomes.  

Conclusion: This comparative study reveals that IELTS, TOEFL, and PTE embody 

distinct cultural and linguistic orientations in language assessment. IELTS favors real-

life communication, TOEFL reflects academically integrated tasks in an American 

style, whereas PTE represents technologically advanced, AI-based evaluation models. 

For Uzbek learners, whose phonological structure and educational background differ 

from English-speaking norms, test performance is closely tied to cultural familiarity 

and preparation type. Therefore, there is no single “most effective” exam. The optimal 

choice depends on the learner’s linguistic strengths, preferred communication style, 

technological comfort, and the expectations of the institution they apply to. A culturally 
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informed, learner-centered preparation strategy enhances performance and enables 

Uzbek students to successfully demonstrate their English proficiency on any 

international platform. 
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