
 PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS OF 

SCIENTIFIC AND INNOVATIVE RESEARCH 
Volume 02, Issue 05, 2025 

 
 

136   PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS OF SCIENTIFIC AND INNOVATIVE RESEARCH               universalconference.us                                                                                              

 

HANDCRAFTED FABRICS (ATLAS, ADRAS, BEQASAM) AND 

THEIR ROLE IN DESIGN 

 

Sevinch Abdilmajidovna Khojamurodova 

         Student of Termez state university 

xujamurodova3009@gmail.com 

 

Annotation: Handcrafted fabrics such as atlas, adras, and beqasam hold a 

significant place in Uzbekistan's cultural heritage and traditional craftsmanship. 

These fabrics, known for their vibrant colors, intricate patterns, and high-quality 

weaving techniques, have been used for centuries in clothing, home décor, and 

ceremonial garments. Atlas, a luxurious silk fabric with soft textures and bold 

colors, is commonly used for festive and bridal wear. Adras, a blend of silk and 

cotton, is more durable and versatile, making it suitable for both fashion and interior 

design. Beqasam, a heavier fabric with complex geometric designs, is traditionally 

used for outerwear and upholstery. In contemporary fashion and design, these fabrics 

continue to inspire designers who integrate them into modern apparel, accessories, 

and interior decoration. The revival of handcrafted textiles aligns with the global 

sustainable fashion movement, promoting eco-friendly production methods and 

ethical craftsmanship. Additionally, their unique ikat weaving technique makes 

them highly valuable in the international fashion market. This paper explores the 

historical significance, artistic characteristics, and evolving role of atlas, adras, and 

beqasam in modern design while highlighting their importance in preserving 

cultural identity and sustainable fashion. 
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Introduction 

Textiles have long been an integral part of human civilization, serving as a 

reflection of cultural identity, artistic expression, and societal development. In 

Uzbekistan, handcrafted fabrics such as atlas, adras, and beqasam hold a 

particularly esteemed place in both historical and modern contexts. These textiles 

are not only renowned for their exceptional craftsmanship, intricate patterns, and 

vibrant colors, but they also carry deep cultural significance, having been passed 

down through generations of skilled artisans. Historically, Uzbek handcrafted 
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fabrics were closely associated with social status, tradition, and ceremonial events. 

Atlas, with its rich silk composition and luxurious patterns, was traditionally worn 

by royalty and aristocracy, often serving as wedding attire or festive garments. 

Adras, a silk and cotton blend, was valued for its versatility and was widely used in 

everyday clothing, while beqasam, a heavier fabric with intricate geometric designs, 

was favored for outerwear and upholstery. These fabrics were woven using the ikat 

technique, a complex resist-dyeing method that results in blurred, wavy patterns, 

giving Uzbek textiles their distinct artistic appeal. In the modern era, globalization 

and the rise of mass-produced fashion have posed challenges to the survival of 

traditional craftsmanship. However, a growing appreciation for sustainable 

fashion, ethical production, and heritage-based design has led to a revival of 

handcrafted textiles in both local and international markets. Today, designers are 

incorporating atlas, adras, and beqasam into contemporary clothing lines, 

accessories, and interior décor, ensuring their continued relevance in the ever-

evolving fashion industry. This paper explores the historical development, 

production techniques, and artistic characteristics of Uzbek handcrafted textiles. 

It also examines their expanding role in modern design, sustainability movements, 

and global fashion trends, emphasizing the need for preserving traditional 

craftsmanship while adapting it to contemporary consumer demands. By 

understanding the significance of atlas, adras, and beqasam, we gain insight into 

the enduring legacy of Uzbek textile arts and their continued influence on the world 

of fashion and design. 

Main Body 

1. The historical and cultural significance of uzbek handcrafted textiles 

Uzbekistan has been a center of textile production for centuries, with cities such 

as Margilan, Bukhara, Samarkand, and Khiva renowned for their skilled artisans 

and intricate weaving techniques. The production of atlas, adras, and beqasam 

fabrics dates back to the era of the Silk Road, when Uzbekistan was a hub for trade, 

connecting East and West. These fabrics were not only used for clothing but also for 

home décor, upholstery, and ceremonial garments, reflecting the nation’s artistic and 

cultural traditions. Each fabric carries its own unique historical and cultural value: 

Atlas - this silk-based fabric is famous for its soft texture and bold, contrasting 

patterns. Traditionally, Uzbek women wore atlas dresses during special occasions 

such as weddings and festivals. The vibrant colors and fluid designs of atlas 

symbolize prosperity, happiness, and elegance; Adras - unlike atlas, adras is a silk-

cotton blend, making it lighter and more durable. This fabric is widely used for 
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both men’s and women’s clothing and has gained popularity in modern fashion due 

to its versatility; Beqasam - beqasam is a heavier, more textured fabric with 

intricate geometric and floral designs. It was historically used for outerwear, coats, 

and home textiles, offering both durability and aesthetic appeal. These fabrics were 

often handwoven by artisans, with each region in Uzbekistan developing distinct 

color schemes and patterns. The craftsmanship required for these textiles is 

immense, and the process involves careful planning, dyeing, and weaving, ensuring 

that each piece is a one-of-a-kind work of art. 

2. Production techniques and artistic characteristics 

The beauty of Uzbek textiles lies in their complex production process, which 

remains largely handcrafted even today. The main steps involved in creating these 

fabrics include: 

1. Material Selection – The choice of silk, cotton, or a blend determines 

the texture and durability of the fabric. 

2. Resist Dyeing (Ikat Technique) – The signature ikat method is used 

to create the blurred, wavy patterns seen in atlas, adras, and beqasam. This 

involves tying, dyeing, and re-dyeing threads before they are woven, ensuring that 

the patterns emerge naturally during the weaving process. 

3. Weaving Process – Artisans use traditional wooden looms to 

carefully align dyed threads, weaving them into intricate designs. This method is 

highly time-consuming and requires skilled precision. 

4. Finishing Touches – The final fabric is washed, pressed, and 

sometimes further embroidered to enhance its beauty. 

Each step reflects the mastery of craftsmanship, ensuring that these textiles 

maintain their authenticity, durability, and artistic elegance. The uniqueness of 

these fabrics has made them a highly valued commodity in both local and 

international markets. 

3. The role of atlas, adras, and beqasam in modern fashion and design 

In recent years, handcrafted Uzbek textiles have experienced a resurgence in 

popularity, thanks to increasing awareness of sustainable and heritage-based 

fashion. Today, both Uzbek and international designers are integrating atlas, 

adras, and beqasam into modern clothing, accessories, and home décor. 

A. Contemporary fashion trends 

 Fusion Fashion: Designers are combining traditional fabrics with modern 

silhouettes, creating unique fusion pieces that appeal to both local and global 
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markets. Uzbek textiles are now featured in dresses, jackets, skirts, and even 

casual wear. 

 Luxury Fashion: High-end designers incorporate handwoven atlas and 

adras fabrics into couture collections, often showcased in international fashion 

weeks. 

 Streetwear and Accessories: These textiles are also used for handbags, 

scarves, and footwear, blending traditional motifs with contemporary styles. 

B. Home décor and interior design 

 Upholstery & Curtains: Adras and beqasam fabrics are widely used in 

furniture upholstery, curtains, and decorative pillows, bringing a touch of Uzbek 

heritage to modern interiors. 

 Wall Hangings and Tapestries: Handmade suzani embroidery and ikat 

textiles are often used as decorative elements in homes and boutique hotels. 

C. Sustainable and ethical fashion movement 

With the rise of slow fashion and eco-conscious consumerism, Uzbek 

handcrafted fabrics have found a strong foothold in sustainable design. Their 

natural dyeing process, handwoven production, and biodegradable materials 

make them an eco-friendly alternative to synthetic fabrics. Moreover, supporting 

local artisans helps preserve traditional craftsmanship and provide economic 

opportunities to rural communities. 

4. Challenges in preserving traditional textile art 

Despite their historical and cultural significance, Uzbek handcrafted textiles 

face several challenges that threaten their survival in the modern world: 

1. Mass Production and Imitation – Many commercial manufacturers 

produce machine-made ikat prints, which lack the authenticity and quality of 

handwoven fabrics. This makes it difficult for traditional artisans to compete in the 

global market. 

2. Declining Number of Skilled Artisans – As younger generations 

gravitate toward modern industries, fewer people are learning the traditional 

techniques of hand-dyeing and weaving, putting these crafts at risk of extinction. 

3. Limited International Recognition – Although Uzbek textiles are 

admired within the country, they lack widespread recognition on the global stage 

compared to other world-famous handcrafted fabrics like Indian silk or Japanese 

kimono textiles. 
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4. High Production Costs – Handcrafted fabrics require more time and 

effort to produce, making them more expensive than factory-made textiles. This 

limits their accessibility to the general public. 

To address these challenges, government initiatives, artisan training 

programs, and international collaborations are essential. Organizations 

promoting fair trade and ethical fashion can also help support local weavers and 

bring their work to international markets. 

Conclusion 

Handcrafted textiles such as atlas, adras, and beqasam are more than just 

fabrics—they are a representation of Uzbekistan’s rich cultural heritage and 

artistic excellence. Their intricate production process, vivid colors, and symbolic 

patterns make them valuable both historically and in modern design. As global 

fashion trends shift towards sustainability, ethical craftsmanship, and cultural 

preservation, Uzbek textiles have the potential to gain wider recognition. By 

integrating these fabrics into contemporary fashion, accessories, and home décor, 

designers ensure that traditional Uzbek craftsmanship remains relevant in today's 

world. However, continued efforts in education, awareness, and international 

collaboration are needed to protect these unique artistic traditions for future 

generations. With proper preservation and innovation, atlas, adras, and 

beqasam will continue to inspire designers, support artisans, and strengthen 

Uzbekistan’s cultural identity in the global fashion industry. 
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