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 Abstract. This article examines the green light as one of the central symbols in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great 

Gatsby. The green light, which appears across the water from Gatsby’s mansion, is closely connected with 

his dreams, hopes, love for Daisy, and desire to achieve an ideal future. At first, the light seems to represent 

a personal dream: Gatsby’s hope of being reunited with Daisy and recovering their past relationship. 

However, a closer examination demonstrates that the symbol has a broader meaning and represents the 

American Dream, particularly the belief that individuals can achieve happiness, success, and social 

advancement through determination and ambition. The study argues that Fitzgerald presents the green light 

as both attractive and unattainable. Gatsby continually moves toward his dream, but the closer he comes to 

it, the more clearly its impossibility becomes. Through the symbolism of the green light, Fitzgerald explores 

the relationship between hope, desire, wealth, social class, and the American Dream. The article also 

examines how the meaning of the green light changes throughout the novel and how it contributes to the 

tragic development of Gatsby’s character. The analysis suggests that Fitzgerald does not completely reject 

the idea of dreaming but critically examines a society in which material success and social status can 

transform genuine aspirations into impossible illusions. 

Keywords: F. Scott Fitzgerald; The Great Gatsby; green light; American Dream; symbolism; Gatsby; Daisy; 

hope; wealth; social class; illusion 

 

Introduction. Symbolism is one of the most important literary devices used by F. Scott Fitzgerald in The Great 

Gatsby. Published in 1925, the novel presents American society during the Jazz Age, a period characterized 

by economic growth, consumerism, changing social values, and increasing interest in wealth and pleasure. 

Behind the glamorous parties and luxurious lifestyles, however, Fitzgerald presents characters who struggle 

with loneliness, dissatisfaction, desire, and unrealistic expectations.One of the most important symbols in 

the novel is the green light at the end of Daisy Buchanan’s dock. Gatsby frequently looks toward this light 

from his mansion across the water. Although it is physically small and distant, it represents something 

extremely important to him. It symbolizes his hope of being reunited with Daisy and recreating their romantic 

past.The green light can also be interpreted as a representation of the American Dream. Gatsby believes that 

through wealth, determination, and social success he can reach the life he desires. He creates an impressive 

identity and accumulates considerable wealth, believing that these achievements will enable him to become 

worthy of Daisy and recover the past.Therefore, this article examines the green light as a symbol of hope, 
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desire, the American Dream, and unattainable perfection. It focuses on the relationship between Gatsby’s 

personal dream and the larger social ideals represented in Fitzgerald’s novel. 

 

Literature Review. The symbolic significance of the green light has received considerable attention from 

literary critics and scholars studying The Great Gatsby. Critics have generally connected the symbol with 

Gatsby’s desire for Daisy, his hopes for the future, and the larger concept of the American Dream.Marius 

Bewley interprets Gatsby’s dream as being connected with the larger American experience. From this 

perspective, Gatsby’s desire is not simply a private romantic ambition. His belief in the possibility of achieving 

an ideal future reflects a broader cultural faith in progress and self-transformation.Matthew J. Bruccoli’s 

scholarship on Fitzgerald emphasizes the importance of the author’s social and historical context.The 

economic prosperity and material culture of the 1920s provide an important background for understanding 

Gatsby’s relationship with wealth and social status. Gatsby appears to embody the possibility of self-creation, 

but his success also reveals the limitations of a society strongly influenced by class distinctions.Sarah 

Churchwell has also examined the cultural meanings surrounding The Great Gatsby and its representation of 

American society. The novel's images of wealth, parties, automobiles, and luxury reveal a society in which 

material success is frequently associated with happiness and personal achievement.The green light therefore 

has both personal and social significance. For Gatsby, it is connected with Daisy. At a broader level, however, 

it represents an ideal future that always remains slightly beyond reach. The distance between Gatsby and 

the green light mirrors the distance between desire and fulfillment. 

 

Methodology. This study employs a qualitative literary analysis based on close reading and thematic 

interpretation of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby. Particular attention is given to passages involving the 

green light, Gatsby’s relationship with Daisy, his accumulation of wealth, his parties, and his understanding 

of the past and future.The research focuses on the recurring symbolism of light, distance, desire, and the 

future. The study also considers the relationship between Gatsby’s personal dream and the American Dream 

in the historical context of 1920s America. A comparative interpretation is applied to Gatsby’s dream and the 

experiences of other major characters, particularly Daisy Buchanan, Tom Buchanan, and Nick Carraway. The 

analysis considers how wealth and social class influence Gatsby’s ability to achieve his goals. Critical 

perspectives on Fitzgerald and The Great Gatsby are also considered to place the interpretation within the 

broader scholarly discussion of symbolism, the American Dream, and American society. 

 

 Results / Findings. The analysis demonstrates that the green light performs several interconnected functions 

in The Great Gatsby. Most importantly, it represents Gatsby’s hope and his desire for a future that he believes 

can be achieved. The first important meaning of the green light is its connection with Daisy. Gatsby stands 

outside his mansion and looks toward the light across the water. The physical distance between Gatsby and 

Daisy is represented by the distance between his position and the light. The light therefore becomes a visual 

representation of his desire. Gatsby does not simply want Daisy in the present; he wants to recover the past 

and recreate the relationship they once had. His belief that the past can be repeated is central to his 

understanding of his dream. The green light also represents the future. Gatsby continually believes that 

something better is waiting for him. He does not accept his present situation as final. Instead, he focuses on 

an imagined future in which his desires will finally be fulfilled. This characteristic connects Gatsby with the 
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American Dream. The American Dream traditionally emphasizes opportunity, individual achievement, 

progress, and the possibility of improving one's social and economic position. Gatsby appears to embody 

these ideals because he transforms himself from James Gatz, a young man from a poor background, into the 

wealthy Jay Gatsby. However, Fitzgerald presents this transformation as complicated. Gatsby gains enormous 

wealth, but his social position remains different from that of Daisy and Tom. His wealth allows him to enter 

their social world, but it does not completely erase the differences between them. 

 

 Discussion. The findings indicate that Fitzgerald uses the green light to present the American Dream as both 

attractive and problematic. Gatsby's dream gives his life direction and purpose. Without it, his enormous 

efforts to become wealthy would have little meaning. At the same time, the dream becomes dangerous 

because Gatsby refuses to recognize its limitations. He believes that he can completely recreate the past. His 

famous insistence that the past can be repeated demonstrates his inability to accept that time and human 

experience cannot simply be reversed. The green light is particularly effective as a symbol because it remains 

physically visible but emotionally distant. Gatsby can see it, but he cannot possess it. In the same way, the 

ideal future appears possible but continually remains beyond his reach. Another important aspect of the 

symbol is its relationship with wealth. Gatsby believes that his mansion, expensive clothes, car, and 

extravagant parties will help him attract Daisy. His material success is therefore connected with his emotional 

dream. However, the novel demonstrates that money cannot automatically provide love, acceptance, or 

happiness. Daisy herself is also associated with wealth and privilege. Gatsby's desire for her becomes partly 

connected with his desire to enter the social world she represents. Therefore, his personal dream and the 

American Dream become intertwined. The contrast between Gatsby and Tom Buchanan is particularly 

significant. Tom possesses wealth and social status by birth, while Gatsby has to create his wealth and 

identity. Although Gatsby becomes rich, he does not completely acquire the social legitimacy enjoyed by 

Tom. This difference demonstrates that the American Dream does not operate equally for everyone. 

Economic achievement can provide opportunities, but established social class and inherited privilege can 

remain powerful barriers. Nick Carraway's narration also contributes to the interpretation of the green light. 

Nick observes Gatsby's idealism with both admiration and criticism. Through Nick's perspective, readers can 

see that Gatsby's dream is unrealistic, but it also possesses a certain emotional power.      The final image of 

the novel returns to the idea of striving toward an unreachable future. Gatsby's dream becomes part of a 

broader reflection on human beings who continually attempt to move forward while remaining connected 

to the past. The green light therefore represents more than Gatsby's love for Daisy. It symbolizes the human 

tendency to create ideal futures and pursue them despite uncertainty. Fitzgerald presents this tendency as 

both inspiring and tragic. 

Conclusion. The green light in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is one of the most significant symbols in 

the novel. It represents Gatsby's hope, his love for Daisy, his desire to recover the past, and his belief in an 

ideal future. At the same time, the green light symbolizes the American Dream. Gatsby believes that through 

ambition, wealth, and self-transformation he can achieve the life he desires. His story, however, 

demonstrates the limitations of this belief. Wealth cannot completely overcome social class, time cannot be 

reversed, and an idealized dream cannot necessarily become reality. The physical distance between Gatsby 

and the green light reflects the emotional and social distance between Gatsby and his dream. He can see the 

symbol of his desire, but he cannot fully possess what it represents. Fitzgerald therefore presents the 

American Dream as a complex idea. It can inspire individuals to work toward a better future, but it can also 

create unrealistic expectations when material success is confused with personal happiness and social 
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acceptance. Ultimately, the green light represents the enduring human desire to reach something better. 

Gatsby's tragedy lies not simply in having a dream, but in believing that the past can be perfectly restored 

and that material success can make an ideal future possible. Through this symbol, Fitzgerald explores hope, 

ambition, love, wealth, class, and the fragile boundary between dreams and reality. 
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