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Abstract: This thesis analyzes the influence of social media on the vocabulary of
English-speaking youth. The study examines new lexical units, abbreviations, slang
expressions, and internet-based language forms that emerge in young people’s speech
through digital platforms such as Instagram, TikTok, Facebook, and other social
networks. It also highlights how social media strengthens informal communication
styles, encourages the active use of neologisms among young users, and affects the
lexical structure of modern English. The thesis evaluates the role of virtual
communication in the development of youth language and speech culture from a
linguistic perspective.
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Introduction

The rapid development of digital technologies has significantly transformed the way
people communicate in modern society. Among these technologies, social media
platforms have become one of the most influential tools shaping human interaction,
especially among young people. Applications such as TikTok, Instagram, Facebook,
Snapchat, and Twitter are no longer used only for sharing information and
entertainment, but also serve as important spaces where language evolves and new
forms of communication emerge. As a result, social media has become a powerful
factor influencing the vocabulary, expressions, and communication styles of English-
speaking youth. Language is constantly changing under the influence of social,
cultural, and technological factors. Young people are often considered the most active
participants in linguistic innovation because they quickly adapt to modern trends and
create new lexical forms. Social media accelerates this process by allowing users to
communicate instantly and creatively across different online communities. New slang
words, abbreviations, internet expressions, emojis, and shortened forms are becoming
common elements of youth communication. Terms such as “LOL,” “DM,” “FOMO,”
and “ghosting” have entered everyday speech through online interaction and are now
widely used both in virtual and real-life communication. The vocabulary used by
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English-speaking youth on social media reflects not only linguistic change but also
cultural identity and social belonging. Online communication encourages informality,
creativity, and brevity, leading to the formation of new lexical patterns. In many cases,
young users intentionally modify spelling, grammar, and pronunciation to create a
more expressive and modern style of communication. This phenomenon demonstrates
how social media contributes to the dynamic development of contemporary English
vocabulary. The growing influence of social media on language has attracted the
attention of many linguists and researchers. Scholars have studied the relationship
between digital communication and language evolution, focusing on topics such as
internet slang, neologisms, online discourse, and youth language culture. However, the
rapid expansion of social networking platforms continues to produce new linguistic
trends that require further investigation. The study of vocabulary changes among
English-speaking youth remains especially relevant because young people are often the
main creators and spreaders of modern linguistic innovations. The relevance of this
research 1s determined by the increasing role of social media in shaping modern
communication and influencing the lexical structure of the English language.
Understanding how digital platforms affect youth vocabulary helps reveal the
connection between technology, society, and language development. Moreover, this
topic is important for sociolinguistics, discourse analysis, and media linguistics, as it
highlights the impact of virtual interaction on contemporary language practices. The
purpose of this thesis is to analyze the influence of social media on the vocabulary of
English-speaking youth. The research examines the emergence of new lexical units,
slang expressions, abbreviations, and internet-based language forms commonly used
in online communication. It also explores the role of social media in promoting
linguistic creativity and transforming traditional communication patterns among young
users.

Main Body

Social media has become one of the most powerful influences on the language of
modern youth. Digital communication platforms provide young people with
opportunities to exchange ideas quickly, creatively, and informally. As a result, the
vocabulary of English-speaking youth is constantly expanding through the appearance
of new words, abbreviations, slang expressions, and internet-based language forms.
Online interaction has accelerated linguistic change and created a new style of
communication that differs significantly from traditional written and spoken English.
One of the most noticeable effects of social media on youth vocabulary is the spread
of abbreviations and shortened forms. Young users prefer fast and efficient
communication, especially in text messages, comments, and online chats. Expressions
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such as “LOL” (laugh out loud), “BRB” (be right back), “OMG” (oh my God), and
“IDK” (I don’t know) have become common elements of everyday communication.
These abbreviations save time and create a sense of informality and closeness between
users. Over time, many internet abbreviations have moved beyond online platforms
and entered spoken language among young people. Social media has also contributed
to the rapid development of slang vocabulary. New slang terms often appear on
platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, and Twitter, where trends spread quickly among
millions of users. Words like “cringe,” *
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slay,” “sus,” “viral,” and “cancel” have gained
popularity through online communication and are now widely used in youth
conversations. These expressions often reflect emotions, opinions, humor, or social
attitudes. Slang language helps young people express individuality and strengthen their
connection to online communities and modern youth culture. Another important
linguistic feature influenced by social media is the creation of neologisms. Many new
words emerge because digital communication requires vocabulary to describe modern
online experiences. Terms such as “selfie,” “unfriend,” “influencer,” “ghosting,” and
“doomscrolling” did not exist in traditional English vocabulary several decades ago.
Social media platforms encourage users to invent creative expressions that later
become part of everyday language. This process demonstrates the flexibility and
adaptability of the English language in the digital era. The influence of social media
can also be seen in changes to spelling and grammar. Young users frequently ignore
traditional grammatical rules in online communication. Short sentences, missing
punctuation marks, intentional spelling modifications, and lowercase writing styles are
common in digital conversations. For example, expressions like “gonna,” “wanna,” or
“u” instead of “you” are often used to create a faster and more casual communication
style. Although some researchers view this trend as harmful to language standards,
others believe it reflects natural linguistic evolution and creativity. Emojis, memes, and
hashtags have become additional tools influencing youth vocabulary and
communication patterns. Emojis help users express emotions visually, sometimes
replacing words entirely. Memes combine images and short textual expressions to
create humor and social commentary, while hashtags organize discussions and spread
linguistic trends rapidly across social media platforms. These elements contribute to
the formation of a unique digital language culture among young people. Social media
also plays an important role in spreading vocabulary globally. English-language
expressions created on social platforms quickly become popular in other countries and
languages. Young people from different cultures often adopt English slang and internet
terminology in their own communication. This process strengthens the global influence
of English and increases intercultural linguistic exchange. Despite the positive aspects
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of linguistic creativity, some concerns remain regarding the impact of social media on
formal language skills. Excessive use of internet slang and abbreviated forms may
negatively affect academic writing, spelling accuracy, and professional communication
among young users. Nevertheless, many linguists argue that social media does not
destroy language but rather transforms it according to the needs of modern society. The
analysis demonstrates that social media has significantly influenced the vocabulary of
English-speaking youth by encouraging the creation of new lexical units, promoting
informal communication styles, and accelerating linguistic innovation. Digital
platforms continue to shape modern English and play a major role in the ongoing
development of youth language.

Conclusion

Social media has become an essential part of modern youth communication and has
greatly influenced the vocabulary of English-speaking young people. Digital platforms
such as TikTok, Instagram, Facebook, and Twitter have created new environments
where language changes rapidly and new forms of expression emerge continuously. As
a result, youth vocabulary has become more dynamic, creative, and strongly connected
to online culture. The study showed that social media encourages the active use of
abbreviations, slang expressions, neologisms, and internet-based language forms in
everyday communication. Young people use these lexical units to communicate
quickly, express emotions, create group identity, and follow modern online trends.
Words and expressions that originally appeared in virtual communication are now
widely used in spoken and written English, demonstrating the strong impact of digital
interaction on language development. The research also revealed that social media
influences not only vocabulary but also communication style. Informal language,
shortened grammatical structures, emojis, hashtags, and memes have become common
elements of youth interaction. These features make communication more expressive
and efficient while also reflecting the creativity and adaptability of modern language
users. At the same time, the increasing use of internet language raises concerns about
the possible weakening of formal writing and grammatical accuracy among young
people. However, language change is a natural linguistic process, and social media can
be viewed as a modern factor contributing to the evolution of English rather than a
threat to it. Digital communication continues to expand the lexical richness of the
language and introduces innovative ways of interaction. The findings of this study
confirm that social media plays a major role in shaping contemporary youth vocabulary
and accelerating linguistic innovation in English. The influence of online
communication on language development is likely to continue growing as technology
advances and digital interaction becomes even more integrated into everyday life.
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