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ABSTRACT 

Post-war poetry, written in the aftermath of the World Wars, offers a powerful 

reflection on the lingering psychological, emotional, and societal effects of armed 

conflict. Following the devastation of both World War I and World War II, poets 

grappled with the legacy of war, exploring themes of trauma, loss, disillusionment, 

and the collapse of traditional values. While the immediate response to war poetry 

often centered on the horrors of battle, post-war poetry focused on the long-term 

consequences of violence—both on the individuals who fought and on the societies 

left to rebuild. Poets such as W.B. Yeats, T.S. Eliot, Randall Jarrell, and Denise 

Levertov delved into the moral and psychological scars left by war, giving voice to 

the profound sense of alienation, grief, and hopelessness that war’s aftermath 

engendered. This poetry also raised questions about the resilience of human society 

in the face of such destruction and the possibility of renewal. Furthermore, post-war 

poetry often engaged with a broader critique of modernity, addressing the ways in 

which war revealed the fragility of civilization and exposed the darker sides of human 

nature. The examination of this body of work highlights not only the personal trauma 

and suffering caused by war but also the collective struggle for meaning, 

reconciliation, and the pursuit of peace in the face of overwhelming loss and 

devastation. Ultimately, post-war poetry stands as both a memorial and a critique, 

offering a poignant reminder of the enduring human costs of conflict and the urgent 

need to reflect on its lasting impact. 

Keywords: Post-War Poetry,Legacy of War,Trauma and 

Loss,Disillusionment,Psychological Scars,Moral Consequences of War,Alienation 

and Grief,Reconciliation and Renewal,Modernism and War,Randall Jarrell,Denise 

Levertov 

ANNOTATSIYA 

Urushdan keyingi she'riyat, Birinchi va Ikkinchi Jahon urushlaridan keyin yozilgan 

boʻlib, qurollangan mojarolarning uzoq muddatli psixologik, hissiy va ijtimoiy 

oqibatlarini kuchli aks ettiradi. Birinchi va Ikkinchi Jahon urushlarining 

vayronagarchiligidan soʻng, shoirlar urushning merosini oʻrganib, travma, yoʻqotish, 
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umidsizlik va an'anaviy qadriyatlarning qulashi kabi mavzularni ochib berishdi. 

Urush she'riyatiga boʻlgan dastlabki munosabat koʻpincha jang dahshatlariga 

qaratilgan boʻlsa, urushdan keyingi she'riyat zoʻravonlikning uzoq muddatli 

oqibatlariga, ham jang qilgan shaxslarga, ham qayta qurishga majbur boʻlgan 

jamiyatlarga e'tibor qaratdi. W.B. Yeats, T.S. Eliot, Randall Jarrell va Denise Levertov 

kabi shoirlar urushning qoldirgan axloqiy va psixologik izlarini chuqur oʻrganib, 

urushning oqibatlari keltirib chiqargan begonalashish, qaygʻu va umidsizlik hislarini 

ifoda etdilar. Ushbu she'riyat shuningdek, bunday vayronagarchilik oldida inson 

jamiyatining qarshilik qobiliyati va yangilanish imkoniyati haqida savollarni koʻtardi. 

Bundan tashqari, urushdan keyingi she'riyat zamonaviylikka kengroq tanqid bilan 

shugʻullanib, urushning tsivilizatsiyaning moʻrtligini qanday ochib berganligini va 

inson tabiatining qorongʻu tomonlarini qanday ochib berganligini koʻrsatdi. Ushbu 

asarlarni oʻrganish nafaqat urushning keltirib chiqargan shaxsiy travma va azoblarini, 

balki ma'no, yarashish va haddan tashqari yoʻqotish va vayronagarchilik oldida 

tinchlikni izlash uchun jamoaviy kurashni ham ta'kidlaydi. Oxir-oqibat, urushdan 

keyingi she'riyat yodgorlik va tanqid sifatida xizmat qilib, mojarolarning abadiy 

insoniy narxini va uning uzoq muddatli ta'sirini oʻylab koʻrishning dolzarbligini 

eslatadi. 

Kalit soʻzlar: Urushdan keyingi she'riyat, Urush merosi, Travma va yoʻqotish, 

Umidsizlik, Psixologik izlar, Urushning axloqiy oqibatlari, Begonalashish va qaygʻu, 

Yarashish va yangilanish, Modernizm va urush, Randall Jarrell, Denise Levertov 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The cataclysmic events of the World Wars irrevocably altered the course of human 

history, leaving an indelible mark on the collective psyche. While the immediate 

aftermath witnessed a surge of war poetry documenting the brutal realities of combat, 

the years that followed saw a shift in focus. Post-war poetry, born from the ashes of 

devastation and disillusionment, grapples not just with the physical scars of conflict, 

but with its lingering psychological and societal impact. This body of work, far from 

a simple recounting of battles fought, delves into the complex legacy of war, exploring 

themes of trauma, loss, the erosion of faith, and the struggle to rebuild a fractured 

world. This introduction will explore the defining characteristics of post-war poetry, 

examining how poets like W.B. Yeats, T.S. Eliot, Randall Jarrell, and Denise Levertov, 

amongst others, confronted the enduring consequences of conflict, giving voice to the 

anxieties, griefs, and ultimately, the hopes for a more peaceful future that emerged 

from the ashes of war. The exploration will reveal how these poems serve not only as 
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powerful testimonials to human suffering, but also as critical analyses of the societal 

structures and moral landscapes that allowed such devastation to occur. 

METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a qualitative research methodology centered on close textual 

analysis of selected post-war poems. The selection of poems will be guided by the 

prominence of the poets within the canon of post-war literature and the thematic 

relevance to the overarching themes of trauma, disillusionment, societal impact, and 

the search for meaning in the aftermath of war. The poets considered will include, but 

are not limited to, W.B. Yeats, T.S. Eliot, Randall Jarrell, and Denise Levertov, 

representing diverse national contexts and poetic styles.The analysis will focus on 

identifying recurring motifs, imagery, and linguistic techniques employed to convey 

the emotional and psychological effects of war. This includes examining the use of 

symbolism, metaphor, and tone to explore themes of loss, grief, alienation, and the 

questioning of established values. Specific attention will be paid to how poets depict 

the psychological trauma experienced by veterans, the societal disruption caused by 

war, and attempts at reconciliation and rebuilding. 

Comparative analysis will be used to highlight similarities and differences in the ways 

poets from different national contexts and backgrounds address the legacy of war. 

This comparative approach will allow for a nuanced understanding of how the 

experience of war and its aftermath manifested differently across various cultural and 

societal contexts. The analysis will also consider the broader literary and historical 

context in which the poems were written, examining the influence of modernism and 

other relevant movements on the development of post-war poetic styles and 

themes.The findings will be presented in a structured manner, organizing the analysis 

around key thematic clusters. This approach will enable a comprehensive 

understanding of the multifaceted ways in which post-war poets engaged with the 

complex and lasting impact of armed conflict, offering a nuanced perspective on the 

enduring legacy of war and its continued relevance to contemporary society. 

CONCLUSION 

Post-war poetry, born from the ashes of global conflict, serves as a poignant testament 

to the enduring human cost of war. This study, through close analysis of key works, 

has demonstrated the profound and multifaceted ways in which poets grappled with 

the legacy of the World Wars. Beyond the immediate horrors of battle, the poems 

examined reveal the lingering psychological trauma experienced by individuals, the 

profound societal disruptions, and the erosion of faith in established structures and 

values. The recurring motifs of loss, disillusionment, and alienation highlight the 

profound sense of displacement and uncertainty that characterized the post-war 
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era.While the poems often depict despair and a profound questioning of humanity's 

capacity for peace, they also reveal a persistent search for meaning and a tentative 

hope for reconciliation and renewal. The poets' diverse stylistic approaches and 

national contexts underscore the universality of the war's impact while also 

illuminating the unique ways in which different societies experienced and processed 

its consequences. The enduring power of this poetry lies in its ability to not only 

memorialize the suffering of individuals and communities but also to serve as a 

critical commentary on the very nature of conflict and its devastating ripple effects. 

By examining the lasting psychological, societal, and moral wounds inflicted by war, 

these poems provide a potent reminder of the urgent need for continued reflection on 

the causes and consequences of armed conflict, and a plea for the pursuit of lasting 

peace. Their legacy is not just a literary one, but a crucial contribution to our ongoing 

understanding of the human cost of war and the enduring struggle for a more just and 

peaceful world. 
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