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Abstract This article examines the development of feminist literary criticism
throughout the 20th century. Feminist literary criticism emerged as a crucial field of
study that challenged the male-centric biases and patriarchal perspectives that had
long dominated literary analysis and canon formation. The article traces the evolution
of feminist literary criticism, from its early beginnings in the late 19th century to its
more sophisticated and intersectional approaches in the latter half ofthe 20th century.
It explores how feminist literary critics have sought to uncover the experiences,
voices, and representations of women in literature, while also interro gating the ways
in which gender interacts with other social identities, such as race, class, and sexuality,
to shape literary production and reception. The article also discusses the impact of
feminist literary criticism on the expansion of literary canons, the emergence of new
literary genres, and the transformation of critical methodologies. By highlighting the
key theoretical frameworks, influential scholars, and the ongoing debates within this
field, the article underscores the vital role of feminist literary criticism in challenging
patriarchal norms and fostering a more inclusive and representative understanding of
literature.
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ANNOTATSIYA
Ushbu maqola XX asr davomida feministik adabiy tanqidning rivojlanishini ko'nb
chigadi. Feministik adabiy tanqid uzoq vaqtdan beri adabiy tahlil va kanon
shakllanishida hukmron bo'lgan erkaklarga asoslangan qarama-qarshilik va patriarxal
qarashlarga qarshi kurashuvchi muhim tadqiqot sohasi sifatida paydo bo'ldi
Magqolada feministik adabiy tanqidning 19-asrning oxirlarida paydo bo'lgan dastlabki
bosqichlaridan 20-asming ikkinchi yarmidagi yanada murakkab va kesishgan
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yondashuvlarigacha  bo'lgan  evolyutsiyasi  kuzatilgan. U  feministik
adabiyotshunoslarning adabiyotdagi ayollarning tajribalari, ovozlari va vakilliklarini
qanday ochishga itilganliklarini o'rganadi, shuningdek, genderning irq, sinf va

jinsiylik kabi boshqaijtimoiy o'ziga xosliklar bilan o'zaro ta'sir qilish usullarini so'roq
qiladi, adabiy 1jodni shakllantirish va qabul qilish. Maqolada, shuningdek, feministik
adabiy tanqidning adabiy kanonlarning kengayishiga, yangi adabiy janrlarning paydo
bo'lishiga va tanqidiy metodologiyalarning o'zgarishiga ta'siri haqida so'z boradi.
Asosiy nazariy asoslarni, nufuzli olimlarni va ushbu sohadagi davom etayotgan
munozaralarni yoritib, maqola feministik adabiy tanqidning patriarxal me'yorlarga
garshi kurashish va adabiyotni yanada gamrab oluvchi va vakillik tushunchasini
rivojlantirishdagi muhim rolini ta'kidlaydi.

Kalit so'zlar: Feministik adabiy tanqid, patriarxat, gender, ayollar adabiyoti,
kesishish, madaniyatshunoslik

AHHOTALIUA

B nanHO#l crathe paccMarpuBaeTCs pa3BUTHE (DEMUHUCTCKOM JUTEpaTypHOU
KPUTUKU Ha NPOTsKEHUHA XX Beka. PEMUHUCTCKAs JIMTEpATypHAs KPUTHUKA CTaja
BaKHEMIIeW o00NacTbl0 UCCIENOBaHM, Opocarolieil BbI30B MYXKEIEHTPHUYHBIM
npenyoekaeHUsIM | TarpuapxajbHbIM B3IVISIIaM, KOTOpbBIE JOJITO€ BpeMms
JIOMUHUPOBAJIN B JIUTEPATypHOM aHaiun3e U (OpMUPOBAHUM KaHOHOB. B crarbe
IOPOCIEKUBAECTCA JBOMIOLUS  (PEMUHUCTCKON JIMTEPATypHON KPUTHUKU OT €€
3apoxaeHua B koHue XIX Beka 10 Oonee CIOKHBIX M HMHTEPCEKIMOHAJBHBIX
IIOJIXOJIOB BO Bropou nosoBuHe XX Beka. B HeM uccienyercs, Kak JUTEpaTypHbIE
KPUTUKU-(DEMUHUCTKH TBITAIMCh PACKPBITh OIBIT, ToJoca M 00pa3bl KEHIIUH B
JUTEpaType, a TAKKE UCCIEAYIOTCS CIOCOObI, KOTOPBIMU F€H/IEpP B3aUMOEHCTBYET C
APYTMMH COLMAJIBHBIMU HJIECHTUYHOCTAMM, TAaKMMHU KakK paca, Kilacc U
CEKCYaJIbHOCTh, YTOOBI (POPMHUPOBATH JUTEPATYPHOE MPOU3BOACTBO U IpueM. B
CTaTbe TAK)KE paccMaTpUBaeTCs BIUsIHUE (EMUHUCTCKON TUTEPATy PHOM KPUTHKH Ha
paclIMpeHue JIMTEPaTy pHbIX KAHOHOB, MOSIBJIECHUE HOBBIX JINTEPATYPHBIX KAHPOB U
TpaHCPOpMaIUIO KpUTHYECKUX MeToa0i0rui. OcBeniasi KIo4eBble TEOPETUYECKIEe
paMKH, BIUSTENbHBIX YYEHBIX M TeKyllue nedarbl B 3TOW 00JacTd, CTarhs
MOTYEPKUBACT KU3HEHHO BAXHYIO pOJib (PEMUHUCTCKON JIMTEPATYpPHOU KPUTHUKH B
OpocaHuu BBI30B MaTpuapxaibHbIM HOPMaM U COJEHCTBUN OoJiee MHKIIIO3UBHOMY U
pEINpEe3eHTaTUBHOMY IIOHUMAHUIO JINTEPATY PHI.
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KioueBble cjioBa: (GeMUHUCTCKas JUTEpaTypHas KPUTHKA, MaTpuapxar, TEHIEP,

JKCHCKaA JIMTCparypa, MHTCPCCKIUMOHAJIbHOCTD, KYJIbTYPOJIOT M.

INTRODUCTION
Feminist literary criticism emerged as a significant and transformative field of study
in the 20th century, challenging the long-standing male-centric biases and patriarchal
perspectives that had dominated the analysis and interpretation of literature. Drawing
inspiration from the broader feminist movement, feminist literary critics sought to
uncover the experiences, voices, and representations of women in literary works,
while also interrogating the ways in which gender intersects with other social
identities to shape the production, reception, and canonization of literature. The
development of feminist literary criticism throughout the 20th century reflects the
evolving nature of feminist theory and activism, as scholars and critics incorporated
new theoretical frameworks, expanded their analytical approaches, and addressed the
complex relationships between gender, power, and cultural production. This article
traces the key phases in the development of feminist literary criticism, highlighting
its foundational principles, influential scholars, and the ongoing debates within the
field.
METHODOLOGY

This study employed a qualitative research approach, utilizing a comprehensive
literature review of scholarly sources to investigate the development of feminist
literary criticism in the 20th century. The analysis focused on academic journal
articles, books, and book chapters that explored the theoretical foundations, key
debates, and the historical evolution of this field of study. The literature review
encompassed a range of feminist literary critical perspectives, including liberal,
radical, socialist, and intersectional feminism, as well as the contributions of
prominent feminist scholars and literary critics. The sources examined the ways in
which feminist theorists and critics have analyzed the representation of women in
literature, the gendered dynamics ofliterary production and reception, and the broader
sociocultural contexts that have shaped the development of feminist literary criticism.
The methodological approach involved a thematic analysis of the literature,
identifying the core principles, theoretical frameworks, and the historical trajectory
of feminist literary criticism, while also highlighting the ongoing challenges and
debates within the field.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Feminist literary criticism can trace its roots to the late 19th and early 20th centuries,
when pioneering scholars and writers, such as Virginia Woolf and Olive Schreiner,

began to critically examine the ways in which women's experiences and perspectives
were marginalized or misrepresented in the literary canon. These early feminist
literary critics challenged the patriarchal biases that had long shaped the production,
reception, and interpretation of literature, and called for the inclusion and recognition
of women writers.

The 1960sand 1970s saw a significant resurgence and expansion of feminist literary
criticism, coinciding with the broader second-wave feminist movement. Scholars
such as Elaine Showalter, Sandra Gilbert, and Susan Gubar made significant
contributions to the field, developing theoretical frameworks that centered on the
analysis of women's literary traditions, the representation of women in literature, and
the gendered dynamics of literary production. During this period, feminist literary
critics challenged the exclusion of women writers from the literary canon, and sought
to uncover the rich and diverse traditions of women's writing that had been
marginalized or erased. They also explored the ways in which patriarchal structures
and gender norms were encoded in literary texts, and how women writers often
employed subversive strategies to resist and transform these dominant narratives.

In the 1980s and 1990s, feminist literary criticism underwent a significant shift, as
scholars increasingly incorporated intersectional perspectives that recognized the
complex interplay between gender, race, class, and sexuality in shaping literary
production and reception. Influential theorists such as Audre Lorde, bell hooks, and
Gayatri Spivak contributed to the development of an intersectional feminist literary
criticism that challenged the predominant focus on the experiences of white, middle-
class women. Furthermore, the field of feminist literary criticism became increasingly
intertwined with the rise of cultural studies, as critics examined the ways in which
literature both reflects and shapes broader sociocultural discourses and power
dynamics. This shift towards a more interdisciplinary approach allowed feminist
literary critics to explore the complex relationships between gender, representation,
and the broader cultural landscape. Despite the significant advancements made in the
field of feminist literary criticism, the discipline has continued to grapple with
ongoing debates and challenges. One key area of contention has been the question of
the literary canon and the extent to which feminist scholars should seek to expand or
dismantle the existing canon, or create entirely new literary traditions. Additionally,
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the intersection of feminist literary criticism with other theoretical frameworks, such
as poststructuralism, postcolonialism, and queer theory, has led to productive
dialogues but also sparked debates about the boundaries and methodologies of the

field. These debates have helped to further refine and expand the analytical tools and
approaches employed by feminist literary critics. The development of feminist literary
criticism has had a profound and lasting impact on the field of literary studies. By
challenging the male-centric biases and patriarchal perspectives that had long
dominated literary analysis, feminist critics have expanded the literary canon to
include a more diverse range of authors, genres, and narrative perspectives. This has
not only led to the rediscovery and renewed appreciation of women writers, but has
also facilitated a more nuanced and inclusive understanding ofthe literary landscape.
Furthermore, the theoretical frameworks and analytical approaches developed by
feminist literary critics have influenced the broader field of literary studies, inspiring
new methodologies and interpretive strategies that explore the intersections of gender,
power, and cultural production. The transformative impact of feminist literary
criticism can be seen in the way it has challenged and reshaped the fundamental
assumptions and practices of literary analysis, ultimately contributing to a more
representative and equitable understanding of literature.
CONCLUSION

The development of feminist literary criticism throughout the 20th century has been
a vital and ongoing process, reflecting the evolving nature of feminist theory and the
expanding scope of literary studies. From its early beginnings in the late 19th century
to its more sophisticated and intersectional approaches in the latter half of the 20th
century, feminist literary criticism has played a crucial role in challenging the
patriarchal biases and male-centric perspectives that had long dominated the field of
literary analysis. By uncovering the experiences, voices, and representations of
women in literature, as well as exploring the complex intersections of gender with
other social identities, feminist literary critics have expanded the literary canon and
inspired new methodologies for interpreting and understanding literary works. The
transformative impact of feminist literary criticism can be seen in the way it has
reshaped the fundamental assumptions and practices of literary studies, contributing
to a more representative and equitable understanding of'the literary landscape. Despite
the significant advancements made in the field, feminist literary criticism continues
to face ongoing debates and challenges, as scholars grapple with questions of canon
formation, the boundaries of the discipline, and the evolving theoretical frameworks
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that shape its analytical approaches. As literary studies and the broader cultural
landscape continue to evolve, the insights and activism of feminist literary critics will
remain crucial in driving further progress towards a more inclusive and representative
understanding of literature and its role in shaping sociocultural narratives and power
dynamics.
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