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Abstract: This article explores the representation of teacher figures in Charlotte 

Bronte’s The Professor (1857), focusing on how Bronte constructs the teacher’s role 

as both a moral and intellectual symbol. Through the analysis of William Crimsworth, 

Mademoiselle Reuter, and Frances Henri, the study reveals contrasting educational 

philosophies shaped by ethics, ambition, and sincerity. Bronte’s depiction of the 

teacher transcends professional identity, portraying education as a means of personal 

growth, moral discipline, and social transformation. The paper also examines how 

gender dynamics and Victorian educational ideals influence the portrayal of authority 

and emotional restraint within pedagogical relationships. The research concludes that 

Bronte envisions teaching as a spiritual vocation rooted in truth, empathy, and 

intellectual independence. 
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Introduction 

Charlotte Bronte’s The Professor (published posthumously in 1857) stands as one of 

her most intellectually grounded works, offering a unique portrayal of education, social 

mobility, and moral integrity through the eyes of William Crimsworth — a young 

Englishman who becomes a teacher in a Belgian school. Unlike Bronte’s later novels 

such as Jane Eyre or Villette, The Professor presents a male perspective on the 

profession of teaching, yet the novel remains deeply rooted in Bronte’s personal 

experiences as a governess and her critical understanding of pedagogical relationships. 

The image of the teacher in The Professor is not merely a professional figure but also 

a symbol of authority, discipline, and personal development. Through the characters of 

William Crimsworth, Mademoiselle Reuter, and Frances Henri, Bronte explores 

contrasting educational ideologies — one driven by self-interest and manipulation, and 

the other grounded in sincerity, knowledge, and moral strength. The novel, therefore, 

functions as both a social commentary and a psychological study of teaching as a 

vocation in the 19th century. 
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This study aims to examine the representation of teacher figures in The Professor in 

the context of Victorian educational ideals, gender dynamics, and moral philosophy. 

By analyzing the narrative techniques and characterizations Bronte employs, the paper 

seeks to uncover how she constructs the image of the teacher as both a product of social 

conditions and a reflection of inner moral struggle. 

Research Methods and Materials 

This research employs a qualitative literary analysis method, focusing on close reading 

and interpretive examination of Charlotte Bronte’s The Professor. The study 

investigates the portrayal of teacher figures through textual evidence, narrative 

structure, and character development. The analysis is grounded in a combination of 

descriptive, analytical, and comparative approaches, which allow for a deeper 

understanding of how Bronte constructs the image of the teacher as both a social and 

moral entity. The primary material for this research is the full text of The Professor 

(1857), while secondary sources include critical essays, biographical studies of 

Charlotte Bronte, and scholarly articles on Victorian education and gender ideology. 

These materials provide the theoretical foundation to interpret the author’s depiction 

of teaching and authority. 

The study also integrates historical-contextual analysis, exploring how 19th-century 

educational systems, particularly in England and Belgium, shaped the representation 

of teachers in literature. Furthermore, comparative elements are used to relate The 

Professor to Bronte’s other works such as Jane Eyre and Villette, highlighting the 

evolution of her perspective on education, discipline, and intellectual independence. 

By combining literary, historical, and philosophical frameworks, this study seeks to 

offer a comprehensive understanding of the teacher’s role in The Professor — not only 

as a profession but as a moral and ideological construct reflecting Victorian values and 

Bronte’s personal worldview. 

Results and Discussion 

The analysis of The Professor reveals that Charlotte Bronte constructs her teacher 

characters as moral and intellectual archetypes that mirror the tensions between self-

discipline, independence, and emotional restraint within Victorian society. Each 

teacher figure — William Crimsworth, Mademoiselle Reuter, and Frances Henri — 

represents a distinct attitude toward education and personal ethics, reflecting Bronte’s 

own struggle between authority and empathy in pedagogical contexts. 

William Crimsworth, the novel’s protagonist, embodies the ideal of moral integrity and 

intellectual labor. His transformation from a disillusioned clerk to a disciplined 

educator illustrates Bronte’s belief in education as a means of self-realization. 

Crimsworth’s teaching style values honesty, self-control, and merit-based 

achievement, opposing the manipulative and superficial methods of others around him. 



  CONFERENCE ON THE ROLE AND IMPORTANCE 
OF SCIENCE IN THE MODERN WORLD  

Volume 02, Issue 10, 2025 
 

74   CONFERENCE ON THE ROLE AND IMPORTANCE OF SCIENCE IN THE MODERN WORLD              universalconference.us                                                                                              
 

His classroom becomes a microcosm of social justice, where knowledge replaces 

privilege. In contrast, Mademoiselle Reuter, headmistress of the girls’ school, 

represents the corrupting influence of ambition and emotional manipulation in 

education. Bronte uses her character to critique the moral hypocrisy often hidden 

behind professional respectability. Reuter’s use of charm and deceit in her teaching and 

relationships highlights how power can distort the genuine purpose of education — 

turning it into an instrument of control rather than enlightenment. 

Frances Henri, on the other hand, symbolizes purity, diligence, and spiritual strength. 

As a humble teacher of lace-mending who later becomes Crimsworth’s intellectual 

equal, Frances illustrates Bronte’s vision of the “true educator” — one who teaches 

with humility and emotional sincerity. Her independence and commitment to moral 

principles make her the embodiment of Bronte’s ideal woman educator, contrasting 

sharply with Reuter’s artificiality. The interaction among these three figures 

demonstrates that Bronte viewed teaching not merely as a profession but as a moral 

calling. The results of the analysis show that Bronte’s representation of teachers 

reflects broader Victorian debates about gender roles, moral authority, and the social 

purpose of education. Male teachers, such as Crimsworth, are depicted as rational and 

principled, while female teachers embody either moral virtue or manipulation, 

depending on their ethical stance. 

Furthermore, the study finds that Bronte’s portrayal of the teacher’s role aligns with 

her personal experiences in Brussels and her reflections on the limitations faced by 

women in intellectual professions. Through The Professor, she advocates for a model 

of education based on moral sincerity, emotional discipline, and respect for 

individuality — qualities she believed essential to both teaching and personal growth. 

In summary, the discussion reveals that the teacher figures in The Professor are not 

static or stereotypical; rather, they serve as complex symbols of human character 

development, mirroring Bronte’s evolving philosophy of education as both a personal 

and social reforming force. 

Conclusion 

The analysis of teacher images in The Professor by Charlotte Bronte demonstrates that 

the act of teaching, for Bronte, extends far beyond the classroom. It embodies the 

moral, intellectual, and emotional dimensions of human development. Through 

William Crimsworth, Frances Henri, and Mademoiselle Reuter, Bronte explores the 

power dynamics of education, revealing how authority can either nurture or corrupt 

depending on the individual’s moral foundation. 

Bronte’s portrayal of Crimsworth as an honest and disciplined educator emphasizes her 

belief in teaching as a means of moral enlightenment and self-respect. In contrast, 

Mademoiselle Reuter’s manipulative tendencies expose the dangers of vanity and 
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ambition in education, while Frances Henri’s quiet strength and devotion reflect the 

true essence of a virtuous teacher. Ultimately, The Professor presents teaching as a 

sacred duty tied to moral authenticity rather than social status or gender. Bronte’s 

nuanced depiction of teacher figures encourages readers to reconsider education not as 

a mechanical transmission of knowledge, but as a humanistic exchange rooted in 

empathy, truth, and self-cultivation. Her reflections remain profoundly relevant, 

resonating with contemporary discussions on ethics, gender, and the transformative 

role of education. 

References 

1. Bronte, Charlotte. The Professor. London: Smith, Elder & Co., 1857. 

2. Alexander, Christine. The Early Writings of Charlotte Bronte. Oxford University 

Press. 

3. Eagleton, Terry. The English Novel: An Introduction. Blackwell Publishing. 

4. Gilbert, Sandra M., and Susan Gubar. The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman 

Writer and the Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination. Yale University Press, 

1979. 


